LIFE AND ^ORKS OF VAZHAKb\^AM VASUDEVA^ \A\fBLDfRl

chanled the Lalithasahasranama sitting on the Mandapa of the
temple facing Bhagavati, the deity of the temple.
His strong mental imagination was that she herself was his guru,
powerful enough to give him the mantropadesa.14

He returned to Tiruvegappura and started a Sanskrit school
named 'Harivilasam'. He himself was one of the teachers. With
the help of the twenty sincere students on roll, he was able to set
up a reading room in connection with the school.15 Vazhakunnam's
inner urge to propagate and develop Sanskrit language and litera-
ture had materialised into the school, reading room and the activi-
ties connected with these.

It was during this time that Vazhakunnam came to know of
a Goa lottery that had announced its first prize of 70,000 pounds;

the place of its draw was Bombay.16 Vazhakunnam's pathetic
condition of poverty forced him to think that the only remedy to
solve his problems was winning the lottery. So he decided to test
his fortune. But to his disappointment, he did not have even
Rs. 1 OA to buy the lottery ticket. He borrowed the amount from
his neighbour Kesavan Nambudiri of Azhakappura Mana.17

14. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit., p. 144.

15. K.P. Narayana Pisharoti, op.cit., p. 16.

16. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit., p. 144.

17. K.P. Narayana Pisharoti, op.cit., p. 16.
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